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epte Results from the weekend of Saturday
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https://forms.office.com/e/Lu5aD4rAcV 13" and 20th April 2024

Dates for the Diary

« OWEFC end of season dinner / presentations, Saturday
27t April 2024

« OWA Dinner at the school, Mollisons Drive, 6th
September 2024, link to the left

Other Bits
* Men Of The Hill
» All Our yesterdays (25/ 50 years Ago)

+ Monday night Training @ Coloma School, Shirley,
8pm until 9.30 on their 3G pitch with a UEFA B
Qualified Coach. Cost is £5

» SVs match report and Bruce Graham update fr t
Paton and Mike Pike and Popey and Kenners
run out at Sutton Utd.



is planning on swimming the
support The Happy Baby

Help OWFC 1st XI Harry Ingamells
English channel in July) raise mon

Community

Look at this post on Facebook
https://www.justgiving.com/page/h hannel-swim?
fbclid=IwAR3VFTbuwX8EyfyRcZbu4Y1yYghg6 ExtmHOmMv576Kt67
m-ggxsh7wjoppo aem AUCG6XdTVEFh5Tv-C2XeD1Sqg2-
qlQCBbV4ZwK8Sqyi4BrbSYE27daa8bHSUMh pTTeiYSent
Swimming the English Channel for Happy Baby Community

www.justgiving.com
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Men Of The Hill

Its good to talk. Its ok, not to be ok.

Several Old Boys and Club members have set up a
Facebook group during these difficult times.

Talking about how we feel is something we all find hard
to do whether you are a Man or a Woman.

About

This group has been set up to help anyone connected
to the Wilsonian Sports club, whether they be friends of
friends or family members.

Private

Only members can see who's in the group and what
they post.

To access the group search on Facebook or
Click Here.

ADD AFOOTER




Not So Old Boys

Kicking taboo out of the game

After meeting through football and becoming a close
knit group of friends.

They decided to launch a podcast to discuss taboo
topics and just let the world know what it's like to play
on Saturday football.

Follow the adventures of the Old Wilsonians Football
Club through this Podcast and on Instagram.

Available on popular streaming platforms

ADD AFOOTER




Weekend of 13t April 2024 Scorers
2024

OWEFC 1Xi Nottsborough

OWFC 2Xi No Game

OWEFC 3Xi Polytechnic 1-0

Re s U "'s OWFC 4Xi South Bank 0-3

B OWEGC SXi Polytechnic -

A round up of all this
week's results and OWFC 6Xi Meadonians 2-7
scorers.

Bruce Graham
2 , Dave
OWFC Super Vets Art Network 5-2 McLeish, Si
Elliott, Dan
Harris

A 4




Resultis

A round up of all this
week's results and
scorers.

Weekend of 20t April 2024

OWEFC 1Xi

OWEFC 2Xi

OWFC 3Xi

OWEFC 4Xi

OWEFC 5Xi

OWEFC 6Xi

OWEFC Vets / Super Vets

Vs
No Game

No Game

Alleyns

Carshalton

Civil Service

Civil Service

No Game

Score

0-3

3-3

Scorers

Chris Kennedy -
2, W Crane, M
Jones - 2




Weekend of 20th April Vs Competition Location
OWFC 1Xi No Game
°
F IX‘l‘U res OWFC 2Xi No Game
OWFC 3Xi Alleyns SAL Away
I
OWFC 4Xi Carshalton SAL Home
A look at all the _ N .
the week ahead through OWFC 6Xi Civil Service SAL Away
out the club.

Vets / SuperVets No Game




Weekend of 27th April Vs Competition Location
OWFC 1Xi
[ )
Fixtures OWEe 2
OWFC 3Xi
I
OWEFC 4Xi West Wickham SAL Home
A look at all the _
upcoming fixtures for OWFC 5Xi
the week ahead through OWFC 6Xi Actonians SAL Away
out the club.
F -11am,

Vets Bolters Athletic Sutton United FC

Sunday 28th



ets X1 vs SE London Arts Network Won 5 — 2. Sunday 15th April 2024

ThiS biannual game is held in memory of Kirk Benjamin who took his own life six years ago leaving behind four
childremyand wife Sophie who was carrying Isla at the time.
It's held against the SE London Arts Network are a mental health charity supported by our life President Mike Pike

ith“any proceeds being donated to them.

re has'been a bit of a renascence in Vets and Super Vets football over the last few years and this fixture

always has an excess of players which produce a decent side which has resulted in a 100% win record. However,
the day is much bigger than the result, but SE Arts Network introduced a couple of new players which made the
fixture competitive this year.
Co-incidentally about a week beforehand Alex Forbes confirmed that the game would mark 1080 appearances for
Bruce Graham'ifhe'alsa'playedior the sixes on Saturday, which, of course he duly did!
Why so important, well aside being a remarkable figure for Old Boys and Amateur football where we average no
more than thirty games a season, it meant Bruce would have the record appearances for a player in our history
since 1888.
He had already overtaken our two other one thousand plus players Lou Barry and Terry Adams but this game
would also eclipse Geoff Robinson who made 1079 appearances.
Another interesting fact was that Bruce stood on ninety-eight goals for the club, so near to that golden century.
So, the scene was set, and Bruce supported by Kim, Natalie, two Grandchildren and other family members walked
onto the pitch through a guard of honour.
Kirks wife Sophie was also present with daughters Sienna and Isla to watch proceedings and watch ‘Daddies
friends’. Unfortunately, Sophie had also lost her Father very recently having lost her Mum a couple of years ago. It
was lovely to hear that Isla although only five loved playing football and was known at school for her ferocious
tackling, just like Dad! Sienna preferred Barbie. .




was also good to hear that Kirks children by his first partner were doing well, eldest son heading to
university whilst his daughter had left the Royal Bethlem Hospital and was now living in assisted living.
Other members of the family were unable to get along, but Mum Pauline sent her best wishes.

Another coincidence had arisen when Sophie had a business phone call a few weeks ago with a major
hedgefund manager in New York. In the conversation Wilsons somehow came up and he remarked on
the name Benjamin, yes it was Paul Britton who had financed the new school wing which contains the
Kirk Benjamin welfare room — small world!

Back to the game, after Big Ron ‘Doug Forbes’ rallying team talk the Supers immediately pinned the
Arts Network back and after a challenge by Will Davies the ball popped up to — you guessed it Bruce
GRAHAvaolley into top bins! Scenes at Hayes Hill, the crowd went wild, limbs
flying... Having played a lot with Bruce over the years | don'’t think I've seen him hit a sweeter volley
and this was on his left foot as well!

The Supers settled down and soon added a second when Si ELLIOT scored from a tight angle. The
Arts network were very much in the game and scored a good goal before Dan HARRIS received an
incisive pass from Greg Middleton before hitting a stunning cross shot (being generous) which found its
way into the back of the net. The Supers were playing well, and a Steve Holmes shot after a jinking run
crashed off the crossbar to safety whilst Mark Pope, ‘Nibbles’ and Chris Lovelock kept things tight at
the back.




The wave of substitutions followed with Chunk and Chunk Il going up top and although the game slowed down there

were chances at both ends before the break with Andy POPE making some good saves.

The second half . withessed one of the best goals seen at Hayes for a while (well since Bruce Grahams first half volley)
NDave MCLEISH latched onto the ball thirty yards out after a Dan Hickey challenge. The shot with the outside of the
r ot unerringly flew into the net off the post, a ‘worldly’ | think they call them these days, others less kindly
suspected a toe-punt!

Four One became four two as the Arts Network got back into the game and it stayed that way until the 79th minute (of
80) ... cue dramatic music.

We hadn’t had much luck with headers to this point, Doug Smart coming close on a couple of occasions so when Dave
McL eishnwriggledipastrancouplerefidcfenders he shaped his cross away from Doug towards the far post, and who came
running in to gleefully head home, none other than Bruce GRAHAM scoring his 100th goal for the club, magnificent
timing and not a dry eye on the touchline!




Sg, in the history of OWFC there has been memorable moments but perhaps we won'’t witness an afternoon like
this ever again at the club. Bruce has been a superb ambassador for the football club since the mid 1970’s and
this was a perfect way to end the game as our Ref Phil Gilmore blew time at the end of ‘Bruces game "

he pictures at the end of the game speak a thousand words as we celebrated the day, Mike Pike said a few

Il spoken words and Sienna and Isla proudly held ‘Daddies Cup’, whilst Bruce posed with the family.

Well done all, a very special day.

Won 5 — 2 Graham 2, McLeish, Harris, Elliot.

Ref Phil Gilmore

Andy Pope GK, Bruce Graham (Capt.), Greg Middleton, Dan Harris, Steve Holmes, Nick ‘Nibbles’ Billing, Chris

Lovelock, Dan Hickey, Mark Pope, Si Elliot, Will Davies, Dave McLeish, Mark Mace, Chunk, Dougie S, Doug
Forbes (Player / Manager)




's Progress: The day history was made

The man,of the moment miraculously appeared from a wheelie bin to discover a guard of honor had been formed
by the OW Super Vets and Arts Network as they prepared to do battle for the Kirk Benjamin Memorial trophy. Wife
im-started the video rolling, enthusiastically supported by other members of the family. So what was the occasion?
is was Bruce Graham’s 1080th appearance for the OWS, thereby making him the highest capped player in its
136 year history. Quite early in the game Bruce found himself just inside/outside the penalty area and a left volley
saw the ball scorch the back of the net to make it 2-1 to the Super Vets soon after Arts Network had scored a neat
equaliser to cancel out the OW’s opener.

The latter then ' -2 lead but there was less than five minutes left for play when the (other) momentous
moment arrivemruce broken a club record by playing more games than anyone else, he was also
on 98 goals before kick-off which had become 99 with that left-foot volley, and a perfect cross saw Bruce with the
simple task of heading the ball into the back of the net — even Doug Smart would have scored; and apologies for
the exaggeration! The crowd went wild — they had been pretty angry for some time — and a beaming Bruce was
mobbed by his equally delighted team mates. The final whistle prevented Bruce from the possibility of scoring a hat-
trick — before the game it had been agreed that if the OWs were awarded a penalty then he would take it — but this
did not prove to be necessary. Bruce played for 11 OW sides, the nine league teams and the Vets and Super Vets,
but played mostly for the 1st Xl, 447 times, scoring 26 goals - strangely we were rarely team mates!

Bruce had played the day before for the 6th Xl - two games in two days is (more than) enough for an extremely fit
20 year old, let alone a man of 68, and when asked after the game how long he would like to continue playing for
he said: “I would like to be playing at 70" , by which time he will have played well over 1,100 and have done so for
49 years; better play at least one more year, Bruce, to make it a round 50!




ppropriate that this magnificent achievement was achieved as we remembered Kirk, and it was so good
Sophie and the children, although the former’s initial reaction when | claimed to be 97 was a little
ISturbing, and thanks to Arts Network for providing the opposition They are regular visitors to Hayes — we have
played,them twice a season for a number of years — and thanks to Matthew Couper in particular, who organises
their team, despite the fact that he no longer works for the project. All of the match fees were donated to said
N)ject, which helps those with severe and enduring mental health issues, and the game raised £235 to add to
enormous amount of money we have given them over the years, thanks to the generosity of the Super Vets,
who are sponsored by ‘Men of the Hill’ - as in Hayes Hill — who also do great work in helping those with mental
health problems and whose mantra is “It's okay to not be okay” - please speak to them if you need to. You can
find a profile of Bruce, most of the material for which was provided by the man himself, in the latest football
newsletter, and a word of thanks and praise here for Mark Pope, who has produced this essential reading
throughoutitherseasoniThelprafile is also on the home page of the OW'’s website, but here are a few highlights
explaining why Bruce has been an outstanding member of the Club both on and off the field: He was Chairman
of Ways and Mean Committee for seven years and OWFC President for two He became a regular member of
the 1st Xl in his second season and went on to make 447 appearances and was their player of the season in the
1986/87 season Was part of the 4th XI's double winning team of 2004/05 when he was also voted their player of
the season
Thanks to Phil Gilmore who refereed and awarded a penalty to Arts Network, and such is his shrewd reading of
the game of football that he knew that Bruce would score the two goals he needed for his 100 without such
assistance - not that Phil would have manufactured such a situation. This was the penultimate weekend of the
season for the OWFC - we are staging Cup Finals on both Saturday and Sunday next week — so let us all take
the opportunity of thanking Jasper and his magnificent bar staff for quenching our thirst and to Sally and her
equally magnificent team for providing such splendid food throughout the season for us to enjoy after games.
After this game Bruce was presented with the match ball, signed by the participants, to mark his magnificent
achievement and we look forward to seeing him in OW colours for many games, and years, to come, including
this particular encounter when Arts Network return in October in a game that means so much to the Benjamin
family and to the OIld Wilsonians’ family, i.e. all of us as well




ennedy and Mark Pope played for a Sutton United Vets team v Sheerwater Vets team that include Barry
(ex Fulham) and Sean Davis (ex Spurs, Fulham and Portsmouth), Chris scored the opening goal for SUFC
heerwater too strong, who ended up winning 8-4, it was great to be back at a club we both played for many
),and the OWFC Vets play a friendly at the VBS Community Stadium, on Sunday 28" April, kick off at

BARN GLASS

— ' sio/ bet, i bet
= ‘




ALL OUR YESTERDAYS - 25 YEARS AGO

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS - 25 YEARS AGO

Classified Resuts , April 17th 1999

Old Manorians 1 1st Xl 1 Philips

2nd XI 5 Old Alpertorians 0 Karamath 2, Smart.R,
Smart.M, Pullen

3rd X| 0 Old Tiffinians O

Old Sinjuns 4 4th Xl 1 Jerome.S

Old Meadonians 1 5th XI 1 Baldock

6th XI 2 Old Strandians 4 McBride, Mulchy

Old Strandians 4 6th Xl 2 Pine, Parkinson.A

7th X1 7 Old St Marys 0 Jones 3, Hicky, Bryers 2, Baker
Glyn Old Boys 7 8th XI 0

Palace-0:Swindon 1

‘ | ‘bé




BATTLING PERFORMANCE AGAINST PROMOTED SIDE Old Sinjuns 4 4th XI 1

A much depleted 4th Xl side took the field against Sinjuns on a bouncy, bobbly pitch which was not conducive to our short passing game.

WW we did not seem to start playing until after the second goal went in, but we defended
resolutely for the rest of the half, which seemed to unsettle Sinjuns who had assumed they wer;

We continued strongly in the second half and reduced the deficit when STEVE JEROME latc
and lifted the ball exquisitely over the ‘keeper’s head into the net.

There was further outstanding defending with no less than three chances being cleared off th
twice. However, and with the game in the balance, a defensive lapse allowed Sinjuns a third go

Nevertheless, with a reduced side, against a Sinjuns team that clinched promotion with this victory, this was a good battling performance

which says a lot for our team spirit. The missing players gave me an excuse to play myself in the centre of midfield, thus completing the full
set for the season.

Steve Skelton
Pilgrim.I Higgins Hollis Robinson Hudson Nelson Hughes.M Skelton Hyde Jerome.S Wilson.J

And so another season comes to an end

This will be the last regular newsletter of the 1998/99 season — there will be the occasional issue during the summer — so there are a
number of people whose efforts on our behalf deserve our thanks.

Ed Harris, and all at ‘Goldhawk Reprographics’ limited for turning the newsletter roun
ever in his provision of envelope labels; Neil Kendrick who dispatched the newsletter
who gave me the basic ingredients — results and fixtures — for these pages; Steve Ske
Xls respectively, submitted regular reports.

The 5th Xl were not far behind them in this regard, with the likes of Dave Stewart, Terry Adams and Geoff Robinson pulling them integlin
NeXxt'season-there are proposed changes to the newsletter, with the possibility of some of you recieving it via email. 6 -
In the meantime, have a great summer and don”t forget the AGM on Tuesday April 27th




ALL OUR YESTERDAYS - 25 YEARS AGO

Classified Results , April 10th 1999

Old Suttonians 1 2nd X| 7 Karamath 3, Giles, Quinton,
Webb 2

3rd XI 5 Old Suttonians 2 Smart.D, Pilgrim.M,
McGeever, Mace, Paton

4th XI 5 Old Josephians 0 Nelson, Jerome.S 2,
McBride, Skelton

Old Wokingians 2 5th XI 0

o5th Xl 1 Old Wokingians 1 Scorer not reported

6th Xl 6 Old Suttonians 0 Evans, Willis 3, Pine, Wright
Old Wokingians 1 7th XI 4 Smith.J 2, Baker, Simms
8thoXI 2Gullivers Travellers 1 Hume 2

Wolves 0 Palace 0




SNORTING VICTORY KEEPS 4THS ON TRACK 4th XI 5 Old Josephians 0

The 4th Xl continued their winning run against a rather disinterested Josephians’ team who were already relegated and playing their

IasWof this lack of a challenge, we were too relaxed in the first half, passing the ball about
nicely without really threatening our opponents goal.

The one goal of the first half came when GARAHAM NELSON received the ball in space on t
drilled the ball into the corner.

The second half saw us being more direct and having a little more luck, and STEVE SKELTO
following a Mick Hughes shot after the latter had made a good run into the box.
Unfortunately Steve followed his goal with and unseemly ‘Fowleresque’ line snorting celebration for which he will be fined £32,000,
payable directly to himself! He will also receive a three months ban, the months being May, June and July. The third goal came from
a Steve Skelton corner to the far post which was headed back by Mick Hughes and tapped in from one yard by STEVE JEROME -
we think that Steve scores all of his goals from this sort of range because, if he is any further out, he cannot kick the ball hard
enough to reach the goal!

Kit Hollis was unlucky with a rasping drive which hit the bar but RUSSEL McBRIDE, who was dominant in midfield throughout, got
the rub of the green when a shot, which looked likely to hit the bar or go over, was somehow deflected into the net by the flapping
arm of Josephians’ substitute goal-keeper, who had gone in goal after complalining that he could not play on the field because he
could not run. It strikes me that, if we applied this rule in our Club, we would have an awful lot of ‘keepers! (As opposed to a lot of
awful ‘keepers? - ed)

We got a fifth goal when the ball broke loose to STEVE JEROME, who shot home fro
With two games left promotion is probably out of the question, but a fourth place finis
outcome to the season. Steve Skelton

Lake Bryan Clayton Robinson Hudson (Godwin) Nelson McBride.R Hughes.M Hollis Jerome.S Skelton

6thXP:Warboys.R McGrath Horn Wright Higgins (Burton) Blake Pine Willis Evans Parkinson.A Wilson.J Q -



. OUR YESTERDAYS - 50 YEARS AGO

Classified Results

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS - 50 YEARS AGO
Classified Results, March 30th 1974

Lensbury 0 1st XI 5 Maunder 4, (John) Matthews
Old Finchlians 1 3rd XI 5 Favell, Hand 3, Pilgrim.B
4th X1 1 Pearl Assurance 1 Fletcher

5th XI 2 Old Bealonains 4 Scorers not reported

6th Xl 6 Mill Hill Village 2 Montgomery 2, Wellman,
Cowell.J, Easden + 1

Nottingham Forest 1 Palace 2 Rogers, Possee




ALL OUR YESTERDAYS - 50 YEARS AGO
The Secretary reports

Once again the Harris report reaches you, be it belated for the 73/74 season or premature for 74.75, and now that
August is here, the new season will soon be upon us, a season of great expectations with all teams hoping for a
victor’ '

The holidays are still with us but we must remove the odd pounds that have found thei
during the summer months.

The AGM once again proved to be a lively and long forum, with many rules passed, p
responsibility on the broad backs of the captains and vice-captains, and with this ever
members will need all the help you can give them, mainly in such matters as making prompt payments of fees without
argument.

The following were elected at our AGM and have accepted these post within the Club for the 1974/75 season:

Life Honorary President: George Croucher

President: Nick Carter

Vice Presidents: W. Bowden, F. Stanley-Brown, H. Cooper, N. Friskney, A. Keen, P. Fitzsimmons, F. Laing, C;
Captains: 1st XI: Bill Morley Vice-Captain: Mick Pilgrim

Lucking, T. Richardson, F. Taylor, C. Holder, R.E McAlister

Secretary: Mike Harris

Treasurer: Tony Maunder

Team Secretary: Alan Fielder

2nd Xl: Ray Jenkins Vice-Captain: Steve Smith

3rd XI: Malcolm Taylor Vice-Captain: Ray Howell e -
4th XI: Alan Fielder Vice-Captain: To be elected

5th XlI: John Houghton Vice-Captain: To be elected
6th Xl: Dave Wellman Vice-Captain: Ray Bayliss




The Executive Committee, which deals with the day to day running of the Club, is made up of
the following:

Captains, Vice-Captains, Secretary, Treasurer, plus the following elected members: Gerry
Reaseley, Johr|1 BrittainI ﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁ Earrington, Pat Johnson, Rod Hall and Colin Hand, so if you
have any worries about the running of the Club, these are the people to approach. The fund-
raising committee, which has the considerable task of improving our financial situation, will this
year consist of: Pat Johnson, Paul Kidd, Dave Wellman, Chris Cowell and John Matthews, so
please talk to one of them if you have any fund-raising ideas.

Last season we won the K.B. Elbourne Plaque, which is awarded for sportsmanship, and this
will be put on the wall in the Presidents Lounge. We won it because our players played the
game cleanly and entertained match officials and opponents after games. This is the second
time we have won this award and it would be a great feather in the Club’s cap if we could do so
again this season.

We proved last year that a Club can both win medals, gain promotion and yet still play football
that is also good, clean and fair, and the name of Old Wilsonians has begun to reach the ears of

the league’s governing body, and our football ability and hospitality r
pages of ‘The Evening News’, so let us build on this and go forward
Finally, may | say to you all that, whichever team you play in, | hope

this is our main aim in running the Club and to satisfy your need for football and comradeship

with old friends. As long as we keep football as our main objective, we can all feel proud to be
members of a Club that is growing in stature each season, so let’'s make the name OLD
WILSONIANS known through-out the football world. Mike Harris
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OWFC Sponsors

PLAYFOOTBALL. )

Dlue g ,@RI\/ACY
\peegal Inh ‘USG SPECIALISTS

o 32Red:
F RANK Cladish Sports

RECRUITMENT GROUP BOdySmart Physiotherapy
Niche Technology Recruitment Specialists

Sports Injury & Rehabilitation Specialists Walllngton
A massive thank you to all your support with our grass roots
ADD AFOOTER footba" ° -



Club Contacts

Name Email Address
. Josh Eves evesjoshua@gmail.com
DS Sam Wright sam_wright 29@hotmail.co.uk
Roll of Honour
OWEFC 2Xi Jack Shelton jackshelton98@outlook.com RIP Life President: Mike Harris
OWEC 3Xi Michael Hoffman m.hoffman95@hotmail.co.uk Trea.surer: Stu Punk )
Chesney Jennings chezbjennings@gmail.com President: Jamie Parkinson
OWEFC 4Xi Toby Shelton tobyshelton3@gmail.com Chairman: Dan_Hams.
Hon. Secretary:  Jamie Parkinson
OWFC 5Xi Chris Dyki chris@inhousephotography.co.uk Club Captain: Jamie Moniz
OWEFC 6Xi Matt Gundry-White magw@me.com
Vets Jamie Parkinson jamieparkinson@hotmail.co.uk
Super Vets Doug Forbes
Selection Sec Cejay Watson

Newsletter Contribution - All contributions to the newsletter should reach Mark Pope by 6:00 pm on a Monday evening — the earlier the
better. Please send any articles/match reports/images to markypope@hotmail.com or via Whatsapp on 07788 780486



Where to find us?
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Newsletter Contribution - All contributions to the newsletter should reach Mark Pope by 6:00 pm on a Monday evening — the earlier the

Where to find us

Old Wilsonian Hayes Hill
Hayes

Kent, BR2 7HT

Tel: 020 8462 2600
Closest Rail Station — Hayes (Kent) 14 min walk

Social Media
Website: www.oldwilsonians.com

Twitter: @oldwilsonians
Facebook: OWFC Facebook

Group (Members Only)

better. Please send any articles/match reports/images to markypope@hotmail.com or via Whatsapp on 07788 780486



